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Oral Presentation and Critical Thinking Rubric

Topic Selection and
Central Message

Identifies a creative, focused, and
manageable topic that addresses
potentially significant yet previously less-
explored aspects of the topic

Identifies a focused and
manageable/doable topic that appropriately
addresses relevant aspects of the topic

Identifies a topic that while
manageable/doable, is too narrowly
focused and leaves out relevant aspects of
the topic

Identifies a topéc that is far too general and
wide-ranging as to be manageable and
doable

Existing Knowledge.
Research, andlor Views

Synthesizes in-depth information from
relevant sources representing varous
points of viewlapproaches

Presents in-depth information from
relevant sources representing vanous.
pomnts of viewlapproaches

Presents information from relevant sources
representing limited points of
viewlapproaches

Presents information from imelevant
sources representing limited points of
viewlapproaches

Explanation of Issues

Issuefproblem to be considered critically is

Issue/problem to be considered critically is

Issue/problem to be considered critically is

Issue/problem to be considered critically is

stated dearly and described stated, descnbed, and clarified so that slated but description leaves some terms stated vathout clarification or description
comprehensively, delivering all relevant understanding is not seriously impeded by fined, ilies unexp X
information necessary for full omissions. boundaries undetermined, and/or
understanding. backgrounds unknown.
Analysis Org: and synthesi. d to Organizes evidence to reveal imp: Crgani id , but the Lists evidence, but it is not organized

reveal insightful patterns, differences, or
similarities related to focus.

pattems, differences, or similarities related
to focus.

is not effective in revealing important
patterns, differences, or simiarities.

and/or is unrelated to focus.

Conclusions and
related outcomes
{implications and
consequences)

Conclusions and related outcomes
(consequences, implications, and
hmitations) are logical and reflect student’s
informed evaluation and ability to place

idh and di din
priority order.

Condusion is logically tied to a range of
information, including opposing viewpoints;
related outcomes (consequences,
implications, and limitations) are identified
dearly.

Conclusion is logically tied to information
(because information is chosen to fit the
desired conclusion), some related
oulcomes (consequences, imphications,
and limitations) are identified clearly.

Conclusion is ambiguous and
inconsistently tied to some of the
information discussed,; related outcomes
(consequences, imphications, and
limitations) are oversimplified




